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HAPPY  NEW  YEAR! 


All  is  well  with  ISASC  as  we  enter  1988.  Both  the  North  American  and 
European  chapters  are  flourishing,  regional  get-togethers  are  taking  place 
regularly,  plans  for  the  Boston  convention  in  flay  are  well  underway,  and 
from  all  reports  that  come  our  way,  it  seems  that  our  society  is  providing 
a  substantial  measure  of  satisfaction  to  its  members.  That  being  the 
case,  it's  most  appropriate  to  acknowledge  the  contribution  during  1987  of 
those  stalwarts  in  both  the  North  American  and  European  chapters  who 
worked  so  hard  for  ISASC  and  whose  only  recompense  seems  to  be  the 

pleasure  they  derive  from  service  to  our  common  cause:  Michael  and  Diana 

/ 

Crawforth,  Tod  Carley,  Gary  Batz,  Doug  Dallimer,  Jan  Macho,  Jan  Wage, 

Steve  and  Riva-Jill  Ginsberg,  Scott  and  Karen  Bonis,  and  Joe  Lenorovitz. 
Thank  you,  one  and  all. 

MAY  IS  CONVENING  MONTH. 

If  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  is  doing  its  job,  by  now  you  should  have 
received  the  invitation  letter,  preliminary  program,  and  registration  form 
for  ISASC's  upcoming  convention  in  Cambridge  (Boston),  Massachusetts,  on 
May  6  to  8.  Our  co-chairpersons,  Steve  and  Riva-Jill  Ginsberg,  and  their 
committee  have  been  quite  busy  behind  the  scenes  making  hotel,  restaurant, 
sightseeing,  and  seminar  arrangements,  no  small  task  by  any  means. 
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Everything  seems  to  be  falling  into  place,  and  early  indications  point  to 
a  record  turnout.  News  from  abroad  is  that  Michael  and  Diana  Crawforth 
have  accepted  the  invitation  to  be  our  convention  guests,  and  those  of  you 
who  have  met  the  Crawforths  know  what  a  treat  is  in  store  for  everyone 
coming  to  Boston.  Brimfield,  New  England's  biggest  antique  show,  is  also 
an  added  incentive,  following,  as  it  does,  our  convention  weekend.  So, 
all  in  all,  our  10th  Convention  holds  out  the  promise  of  a  great  time  for 
all,  and  we  can  only  urge  you  to  make  your  reservation  early. 

AND  3,000  MILES  TO  THE  WEST... 

This  past  November,  Joe  and  Ruth  Lenorovitz  hosted  a  member 
get-together  at  their  home  in  Studio  City,  California,  the  idea  stemming 
from  the  Anaheim  convention  in  May  when  Joe  proposed  that  more  frequent 
regional  meetings  be  held.  A  group  of  13,  all  told,  spent  a  full 
afternoon  viewing  and  hearing  about  (in  Joe's  inimitable  style),  the 
Lenorovitz  collection  of  scales,  weights  and  books,  after  which  most  of 
the  group  went  to  dinner  and  more  scale  talk.  In  addition  to  the 
Lenorovi tzes ,  members  and  spouses/f r iends  included  Jan  and  Eva  Macho,  Joel 
and  Adele  Malter,  Nahan  and  Carolyn  Gluck,  Deuell  and  Gail  Wall,  and  Red 
Meade  and  friend.  Also  on  hand  was  Max  Danell,  a  friend  of  Jan  Macho's 
and  member  of  the  German  scale  collectors'  society  who  was  visiting  family 
members  in  southern  California  and  who  brought  his  photo  album  to  regale 
one  and  all. 


Joe  reports  that  another  meeting  is  tentatively  planned  for  this 
February,  with  Joel  and  Adele  Malter  as  co-hosts.  We  heartily  endorse 
this  kind  of  get-together,  and  encourage  any  of  our  members  in  areas  where 
a  good  number  of  members  reside  to  sponsor  such  events.  They're  most 
pleasurable  and  really  an  expression  of  what  our  society  is  all  about. 
Thank  you,  Joe,  for  such  a  sterling  effort. 


CHANGING  OF  THE  GUARD. 


Gary  Batz,  who  performed  so  ably  as  our  treasurer  during  most  of 
1937,  underwent  serious  surgery  this  past  fall,  but  we're  happy  to  relate 
is  now  well  on  his  way  to  full  recovery.  However,  Gary  has  decided  that 
in  order  to  protect  his  health  he  must  give  up  his  ISASC  duties,  and  has 
resigned  as  both  treasurer  and  director.  To  the  rescue  has  come  director 
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Jan  Macho,  who  has  agreed  to  additionally  take  on  the  treasurer's  job,  and 
long-time  member  Bill  Doniger,  who  has  agreed  to  serve  as  a  director. 

These  vacancies  having  been  properly  filled  in  accordance  with  our  bylaws, 
we  are  pleased  to  report  that  all  is  well  in  the  officer/director  cadre  of 
your  society,  and  welcome  Jan  and  Bill  to  our  ranks. 

And  while  we're  on  the  subject,  we'd  like  you  to  know  that  on  January 
10th,  while  Jan  is  in  Chicago  for  business  reasons,  he,  Tod  Carley  and 
your  president  will  be  holding  a  directors'  meeting  to  discuss  matters  of 
a  varied  nature  concerning  the  North  American  Chapter  of  ISASC. 

YOU  SCRATCH  NY  BACK... 

Which  is  our  way  of  saying  we  couldn't  resist  the  offer  of  a  free  ad 
in  Antiques  and  Collecting  Hobbies  in  return  for  distributing  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  card  to  our  membership.  The  magazine  is  one  of  the  better  ones  in 
its  field,  and  the  subscription  card  includes  a  no-obligation,  free  copy 
offer.  Our  ad  will  be  written  to  recruit  new  members,  and  as  we've  never 
advertised  before,  we're  more  that  a  bit  curious  to  see  how  many 
collectors  might  be  out  there  who  haven't  heard  of  us  and  are  ready  to 
join  when  they  do.  We'll  let  you  know,  of  course,  when  the  replies  are 
i  n . 

NEWS  FROM  NEAR  AN D  FAR. 

**  Member  Ruth  Willard  of  San  Francisco  ordered  two  EQM  binders,  and  in 
her  letter  tells  us  that  the  current  book  she's  writing  is  a  history 
of  Alameda  County  (under  the  auspices  of  the  Historical  Society),  and 
that  she  and  husband  Will,  "retired  now  and  rarin '  to  travel,"  may 
get  to  the  Boston  convention.  Do  your  best,  Ruth.  We'd  love  to  have 
the  two  of  you. 

**  Member  Walter  Bick  of  Richmond  Hill,  Canada,  writes  to  relate  the 

following:  "The  #4  issue  (EQM)  was  so  interesting.  We  had  bought  two 
very  fine  coin  scales  and  a  box  of  coin  weights,  all  mixed,  in  the 
market  at  Zurich,  and  it  was  a  delight  to  be  able  to  natch  them  with 
the  ones  shown  on  page  1065."  Walter  also  had  some  nice  things  to 
say  about  ISASC  in  general,  which  is  always  nice  to  hear. 
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**  Margie  and  Bob  Stein  of  Chicago  spent  a  week  in  London  this  past 
October,  and  departed  their  favorite  city,  as  usual,  with  things 
still  to  do  and  places  still  to  go.  They  shopped  for  scales  at 
Portobello,  Chelsea,  Camden  Passage,  and  elsewhere  until  their 
allotted  buying  allowance  (and  then  some),  was  spent;  spent  a  day  in 
Oxford  and  an  afternoon  in  London  with  the  Crawforths  and  their 
enterprising  son,  Andrew,  presently  a  full-blown  antique  dealer  with 
emphasis  on  scales;  visited  with  long-time  member  and  friend  Arthur 
Middleton;  and  discovered,  to  their  immense  surprise  and  delight,  the 
existence  of  a  stamp  box  collectors  society.  The  Steins  have  been 
collecting  stamp  boxes  for  many  years,  and  had  been  looking  in  vain 
for  a  collectors  society  they  could  join  with  no  purpose  in  mind 
other  than  to  sit  back  and  enjoy  its  benefits.  This  happened  as 
quickly  as  they  could  pay  their  dues,  and  they  became  the  100th 
member  of  the  organization,  founded  in  October,  1985,  and  growing 
nicely.  The  SBCS,  as  it's  called,  bears  quite  a  similarity  to  ISASC, 
with  a  small  corps  of  officers,  a  membership  representing  a 
half-dozen  or  so  countries,  a  magazine  published  thrice  yearly,  and 
regular  meetings  held  in  conjunction  with  philately  shows.  Another 
of  our  members,  Art  Leggett  of  Weston,  Canada,  also  belongs,  and  if 
there  are  others  of  you  into  stamp  boxes  as  well  as  scales,  the 
Steins  would  very  much  enjoy  hearing  from  you. 

**  And  speaking  of  societies,  this  past  November,  while  attending  a 
convention  in  Atlanta,  we  came  across  one  that  really  tickled  our 
fancy.  Its  name  is  The  American  Bell  Association  Int'l,  and  true  to 
its  name,  its  membership  comprises  bell  collectors.  In  Atlanta, 
several  members  were  exhibiting  a  number  of  pieces  from  their 
collections,  and  one  couldn't  imagine  a  more  charming  and  novel 
assortment  of  bells  that  ring,  ding,  buzz,  beep,  and  make  other 
pleasant  sounds,  to  say  nothing  of  intricate  shapes  and  mechanisms 
not  ordinarily  associated  with  bells.  This  society,  so  I'm  told,  has 
a  membership  of  several  thousand,  maintains  a  number  of  chapters  in 
the  U.S.  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  puts  forth  a  monthly 
publication  titled,  appropriately.  The  Bell  Tower.  Strange  and 
wonderful  are  the  ways  of  organizations  similar  to  ours,  of  which 


there  seem  to  be  no  end. 
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**  This  past  Christmas  we  received  a  holiday  greeting  card  from  Dr. 
Shigeo  Iwata,  a  long-standing  and  most  scholarly  member  of  ISASC. 
Imagine  our  surprise  when  we  opened  the  card  and  heard  Japanese  music 
coming  from  it.  This  high-tech  melodic  greeting  appears  to  be  the 
result  of  a  micro-chip  imbedded  in  the  paper  that  plays  only  when  the 
card  is  opened  (and  because  of  a  principle  we'll  undoubtedly  never 
fathom).  A  letter  from  the  good  doctor  that  accompanied  the  card 
told  us  that  the  music  is  "Sakura-sakura,"  meaning  cherry  blossoms. 

Ah  so . 

AND  ON  A  PARTING  NOTE... 

Enclosed  is  our  recently-updated  list  of  library  offerings.  Each 
time  we  send  it  out,  we  do  a  brisk  business  in  catalogs,  books,  back 
issues  of  EQM ,  the  EQM  Index  (for  using  them  to  best  advantage),  and  EQM 
binders  (to  hold  them).  So  act  today  on  the  idea  we've  just  planted  in 
your  mind  and  order  something  for  your  metrology  library. 

Also  enclosed  is  Supplement  #3  to  your  1987  membership  directory,  for 
easy  insertion  into  your  directory  binder.  In  April,  consistent  with  our 
usual  practice,  the  new  1988  directory  will  be  mailed  you. 

We '  re  eagerly  looking  forward  to  Boston  and  the  opportunity  to  meet 
so  many  of  you. 

Fraternal ly , 


